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A lot of recent vocabulary research in English
Language Teaching has emphasised the need to go
beyond words and to teach common combinations of
words such as collocations and lexical phrases, which
are so important to both spoken and written fluency.
In this workshop, I will suggest how we can redesign
common activity types to focus on such combinations,
with the ultimate aim of enabling learners to notice
units beyond the word autonomously.

Ivor Timmis is Emeritus
Professor of English Language
Teaching at Leeds Beckett
University. He has worked as a
teacher, teacher educator,
materials writer, and
researcher. His main classroom
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interests are in speaking skills and teaching vocabulary.
This work has taken him to around 30 countries to
speak at conferences and to lead teacher development
workshops. He is the co-author (with Freda Mishan) of
Materials Development for TESOL.
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