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The long history of teaching methods and approaches, primarily concerned with
finding more effective methods of language teaching, has recently witnessed a
shift from a preoccupation with ‘methods’ to “a more complex view of language
teaching which encompasses a multi-faceted understanding of the teaching and
learning processes: a “focus on pedagogy”. Originally, methods were considered
‘top-down impositions’ of experts’ views of teaching and the role of the individual
teacher was minimized. Now, things have changed and teachers’ function seems
to be valued more than in the past. Task Based Language Teaching (TBLT) is
closely connected to communicative language teaching, it focuses on learners’
needs and on making learners interact through authentic tasks in the target
language. TBLT emerges as one of the most appropriate approaches in foreign
language learning, mainly because of the emphasis laid upon: • learning to
communicate through interaction, • the use of authentic texts, • the learning
process, • learners’ own personal experiences, • linking classroom language
learning with language use outside the classroom, • learners’ involvement in
authentic language search and use outside the traditional coursebook language
input, • the need to take the outside world into the classroom in order to involve
learners in real life interactions. Language teachers are interested in developing
tasks that help learners learn (i.e. produce language that will stay with them and
will be later used in meaningful ways and contexts). Webinar participants will be
introduced to the notion of authenticity, pivotal in TBLT because learners’
personal experience in the classroom should be closely connected with what
happens outside the classroom, in the real world, where they are often being
exposed to and use varieties of authentic English.
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