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Foreword  

Dear Colleagues, 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 40th SPELT International Conference 

2024. Under the theme Ȱ4ÒÁÎÓÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ %,4ȡ 0ÁÓÔȟ 0ÒÅÓÅÎÔȟ ÁÎÄ &ÕÔÕÒÅȟȱ we 

ÇÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÏ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ÆÏÕÒ ÄÅÃÁÄÅÓ ÏÆ 30%,4ȭÓ ÌÅÇÁÃÙ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ 

English Language Teaching at the national, regional and international levels. 

4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÐÒÏÍÐÔÓ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ %,4 - from 

traditional methods to digital innovations - while recognizing that the 

essence of teaching remains unchanged. We seek ways to foster resilience, 

creativity, and forward-thinking in our practice. 

The first day includes four symposiums, led by our esteemed Academic Partners, exploring 

pivotal topics: Equity and Access in Education: Language Policies and Practices, GECE (Durbeen), 

Use of Technology and AI for ELT (Habib Public School), Teacher Education and Development 

(HHS School System), and Developing Skills for 21st-Century Skills (IU School System). The 

second day of the conference will be co-hosted by the Habib University at their state-of-the-art 

campus. 

Throughout the two days, we are privileged to feature keynote addresses from experts like Alan 

Mackenzie, Dr. Stephen Lyon, Dr. Anjum Halai, and Dr. Shah Jamal Alam. Plenary and other 

esteemed speakers - including the trailblazing Dr. David Nunan, Prof. Zakia Sarwar, Dr. Bushra 

Ahmed Khurram, Dr. Fatima Rehan Dar, Dr. Rob Waring, Dr. Zhou Fei, Dr. Arfa Sayeda Zehra, 

and Tina Hameed - will deepen our insights. 

I extend heartfelt thanks to our Academic Partners, Habib University, the Co-host, Oxford 

5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ 0ÒÅÓÓȟ 3ÐÏÎÓÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 30%,4 ÔÅÁÍȢ ,ÅÔ ÕÓ ÌÅÁÒÎȟ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÖÉÓÉÏÎ %,4ȭÓ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ 

together. 

Wishing you all a fruitful and inspiring conference! 

Warm regards, 

 

 

Dr. Maliha Ahmed  

Conference Lead 2024 
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In  Memoriam  - Lubna Mohyuddin  

 
 

The SPELT family is deeply saddened to have lost one of our strongest champions! Our beloved 

Lubna Mohyuddin was a dynamic individual. Her accolades include a Hubert Humphrey 

Fellowship (2010-11) at Vanderbilt University, USA, a MÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÉÎ Chemistry, and a B.Ed. from 

the University of Karachi. She served for many years as Vice Principal at Bahria College NORE-1, 

Karachi before joining Oxford University Press, Pakistan as lead publishing editor  for science 

textbooks.  
 

Lubna joined SPELT in 2011 as a Member of the Academic Committee. She organised five 

international conferences from 2012 to 2017 while serving as the Conference Coordinator. She 

was a member of the professional development committee from 2018 to 2020 before being 

elected as the Joint Secretary of SPELT (2021-2024). Her last position at SPELT was Chair of the 

Conference Professional Council. With her strong organizational and exceptional people skills, 

she became an integral part of the annual conference preparation. A problem solver, she 

stepped up to every challenge with her brilliant smile, positivity and empathy. 
 

She was an ethical and focused professional passionate about facilitating a sustainable positive 

change in Pakistan and worked to improve the education scenario. An amazing mentor, she 

encouraged, motivated, and fostered critical thinking skills in her students and team members 

alike. She also rallied for human rights, to root out violence, extremism, and injustice and 

worked hard to build a tolerant and inclusive society. 
 

An ardent educator, she represented Pakistan at both national and international levels and 

served with commitment and dedication in her various volunteer positions as a staunch 

SPELTer, a member of the Pakistan US Alumni Network, and a keen Rotarian. She will be 

remembered for her many accomplishments and will be missed dearly by friends and 

colleagues around the world. 
 

Lubna's legacy will continue to inspire us ! 
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Message from Zakia Sarwar  
 

Honouring SPELT, SPELTers and SPELT supporters over 40 years 

I am beyond delighted to celebrate 40 years of SPELT that is being 
marked with our 40th  International  Conference titled 'Transitions in ELT: 
Past, Present and Future'.  

4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ Á ÊÏÙÆÕÌ ÏÃÃÁÓÉÏÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅÓ ÆÏÕÒ ÄÅÃÁÄÅÓ ÏÆ 30%,4ȭÓ 
purposeful existence. It is a day to honour those who have travelled the 
hard and gruelling road that SPELT has trekked. We acknowledge today 
and always, the sincerity of purpose and the passionate intent of SPELT 
volunteers and their pioneering work in the field. This has in turn 
inspired so many to come forward in support of the organisation over all 

these years, and we acknowledge them too. 

People have stepped up in many unprecedented ways to help SPELT to achieve its mission to 
ȬÔÅÁÃÈ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÔÅÁÃÈ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ÂÅÔÔÅÒͻ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ enrich the pool of ELT expertise in Pakistan. Due 
to lack of space, it is possible to mention only a few early partners, though there are many, many 
more whose unwavering faith in SPELT has been crucial for our growth. 

Realising the desperate need for ELT training, we began SPELT's Practical Teacher Training 
Course in 1985. The British Council encouraged us to apply to Cambridge University to allow 
SPELT to run their ESOL Awards training programme 'Certificate for Overseas Teachers of 
English' (COTE) in Pakistan, later known as the 'International Certificate of English Language 
Teaching' (ICELT).  

At first, Cambridge University was hesitant to offer grant affiliation to SPELT, despite the British 
#ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÖÏÕÃÈÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ 30%,4ȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÇÒÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌÉÓÍȢ 4he objection was that SPELT 
lacked two essential requirements for the COTE training - a physical library and classrooms for 
practicum. In 1989, Nasra and Happy Home Schools opened their ÄÏÏÒÓ ÔÏ ÈÏÕÓÅ 30%,4ȭÓ %,4 
library and allowed classroom observation schedules to be organised at their premises. That is 
how an internationally recognized ELT certificate course was brought to the doorsteps of 
Pakistani teachers to be trained at the cutting edge of the most modern ways of teaching and 
learning English. 

SimiÌÁÒÌÙȟ 0!## ÁÎÄ /ØÆÏÒÄ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ 0ÒÅÓÓ ɉ/50Ɋ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ 30%,4ȭÓ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÉÔÓ ÅÁÒÌÙ 
years. The first SPELT conference was held at PACC, themed 'Evaluating Compulsory English 
Courses from Class 1 to the BA level'. The SPELT Academic Sessions were also held there, while 
/50 ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓ ÌÉËÅ ÆÉÌÅ ÃÏÖÅÒÓȟ ÎÏÔÅÂÏÏËÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÎÁÍÅ ÔÁÇÓȢ /50ȭÓ 
commitment continued even when SPELT started organising the Travelling Conferences 
throughout the country. 

We also honour the individuals who have been aligned with SPELT since as far back as 1984. 
They include a wide range of age groups, who belong to different parts of Pakistan, or even live 
ÂÅÙÏÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÖÅÎ ÓÅÁÓ ÎÏ×Ȣ "ÕÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÂÌÏÏÄ ÆÌÏ×Ó 30%,4ȭÓ ÐÁÓÓÉÏÎÁÔÅ ÄÒÅÁÍ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅ 
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the current English teaching scenario in Pakistan and enable their learners to face the 
challenges of this fast changing world.  

This is what distinguishes SPELT from any other organisation, and is the secret of its four 
decades of existence against all odds. International ELT professionals who have visited Pakistan 
over the years have consistently remarked on the remarkable spirit of volunteerism, self-help, 
and teamwork displayed by SPELTers. 

This, then, is a homage to all SPELTers, who have devoted their precious time and energy, 
eØÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȭÓ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÏ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÕÓÅ ÆÏÒ ×ÈÉÃÈ 30%,4ÅÒÓ 
have stood up tirelessly for the past four decades. I have deliberately not mentioned any names, 
because SPELTers are not bothered about ÓÔÁÔÕÓ ÏÒ ȬÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔͻ ÐÏÓitions.  

Our wonderful SPELTers do what they can, in the best way they can, for as long as they can. 
Each step and action counts. It is with the cumulative efforts of ALL, that SPELT has come this 
far. SPELT is more than a professional forum. It provides a niche that is in itself a stronghold, 
offering a platform for personal and professional development and expertise. 
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Message from IATEFL, UK 
 

 
Dear SPELT friends, 
 

/Î ÂÅÈÁÌÆ ÏÆ )!4%&,ȭÓ "ÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ 4ÒÕÓÔÅÅÓȟ ÉÔÓ (ÅÁÄ /ÆÆÉÃÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÙÓÅÌÆȟ ) 
would like to congratulate you on such a remarkable milestone - 40 
years of dedicated service to the English language teaching community 
in Pakistan and the region. 
 
This conference not only honours our rich history but also paves the 
way for exploring the evolving landscape of English language teaching. 
4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÃÌÅÁÒÌÙ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÔÈÅÍÅ - Transitions in 
ELT: Past, Present, and Future. 
 

Over the next two days, you will engage in a series of talks on various ELT related topics. You 
will have the opportunity to examine the critical issues of equity and access to education, how 
language policies can promote inclusivity and equal opportunities for all learners. You will also 
explore the innovative use of AI and other technologies in the teaching and learning of English, 
highlighting tools that enhance methodologies and improve student engagement. 
 
Also, you will discuss the importance of developing skills for the 21st century, equipping your 
ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÅÓÓÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÅÎÃÉÅÓ ÎÅÅÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ fast-paced world. Teacher education 
and development will also be a focal point, emphasizing professional growth and continuous 
development for educators to meet modern teaching challenges. 
 
This conference offers a unique opportunity for ELT educators, researchers, and practitioners 
from different contexts to share insights, exchange ideas, and collaborate on best practices that 
can shape the future of English language teaching. I encourage you to actively participate in 
discussions, workshops, and networking sessions. 
 
4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ %,4 ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÂÅÉÎÇ )!4%&,ȭÓ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÆÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ 
than 34 years. 
 
Have a wonderful conference! 
 
 
Aleksandra Popovski Golubovikj, MA  
IATEFL President 
 
 
International Association of Teachers of English  as a Foreign Language 
IATEFL No 2& 3 The Foundry Seager Road, Faversham, ME 13 7FD 
W: www.iatefl.org E: generalenquiries@iatefl.org  
T: +44(0)1795591414  F:+44(0)1795538951 

http://www.iatefl.org/
mailto:generalenquiries@iatefl.org
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Advancing Excellence in English 
Language Teaching 

 
 
 
Dear Colleagues in Pakistan: 
 

On behalf of TESOL International  Association, I am pleased to have the 

opportunity to welcome you to the 40th SPELT International Conference! 

TESOL and SPELT have a longstanding, mutually supportive 

relationship. Both organizations are committed to providing continuous 

professional development through conferences and other events. 

The conference theme, Ȱ4ÒÁÎÓÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ %,4ȡ 0ÁÓÔȟ 0ÒÅÓÅÎÔȟ ÁÎÄ 
Futureȟȱ will  lead to many rich and important  conversations and 
ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ 30%,4ȭÓ tradition  of connecting English language teaching 

professionals around the world. 

Take full  advantage of your opportunity  as participants to gain knowledge, get to know new 
colleagues, and interact with distinguished speakers. I applaud you for continuing your 
professional development and wish you a very successful conference! 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Debra Suarez 
TESOL President, 2024-2025 
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General Information  
 

Welcome to the 40 th SPELT International Conference!  

 

This conference is bigger, better, and different in many ways, and therefore, we would like you 

to go through this page carefully. There are five venues for the conference, four on Day 1 for the 

symposiums, and Habib University on Day 2 for the rest of the conference. With multiple 

keynote addresses, plenary and featured sessions, panel discussions, and parallel sessions in 

the form of interactive talks and hands-on workshops, it would be helpful if we all keep the 

following information in mind:  
 

1. You can only attend the symposium you have signed up for. The registration is non-

transferable to other venues. 

2. Your name badge allows you to access and enter the Conference venue. For security 

reasons, please wear your badge at all times while you are at the conference venue. 

3. Please note that if you have registered for the full conference (Days 1 and 2), you will 

receive a separate name badge in a different colour. Please ensure that you bring it to the 

venue on Day 2 to enter the premises at Habib University. 

4. Also, please remember to bring your conference payment receipt with you in order to enter 

the venue, get your name badge and conference material. For onsite registration, you must 

show your CNIC at the gate; otherwise, you may be denied entry to the venue. 

5. All session rooms have limited capacity, which will be mentioned outside each room. So, be 

sure to arrive early to secure a good place in the session of your interest; entry to all 

sessions is on a first-come-first -served basis. 

6. 4ÅÁ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÖÅÎÕÅ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅÄ ȰÔÅÁ ÂÒÅÁËÓȭ ÁÔ ÁÌÌ ÖÅÎÕÅÓȢ 4ÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ 

our sponsor ȬTapal Teaȭ that will provide free tea throughout the day for all conference 

participants. 

7. )Æ ÙÏÕȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ Á ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÍÅÄÉÁ ÓÈÏÕÔ-ÏÕÔ ÔÏ 30%,4 ×ÈÉÌÅ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȟ 

you may use the following social media handles: 

a. Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/headofficespelt   

b. Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/speltheadoffice/    

c. LinkedIn : www.linkedin.com/company/headofficespelt    
 

Catering 

Food will be on sale during the lunch break for participants. Some snacks and munchies will 

also be on sale throughout the day. 
 

SPELT Information Desk 

The SPELT information desk will be staffed by the SPELT office staff and volunteers throughout 

the symposiums on Day 1 and the conference on Day 2 to assist with general information and 

queries. The registration desk will be located at a prominent place at the conference venue. 
 

ELT Resources Exhibition (Day-2 Only) 

http://www.facebook.com/headofficespelt
https://www.instagram.com/speltheadoffice/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/headofficespelt
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The ELT resources exhibition will be open to all for the duration of the conference, displaying 

the latest published materials, teaching resources and equipment, computer software and 

services. Do take time out to visit the exhibition stands during the conference. Be on the lookout 

for discounts and, maybe, freebies!  
 

 

General 

¶ Please turn your mobile/ cell phones to silent mode during the sessions. 

¶ Smoking is prohibited at the conference venue. 

Please note: We regret that no responsibility can be taken by SPELT for loss of personal 

belongings or for accidents during the conference. 

 
 

Session Timings 

The conference is offering several sessions during the two days. Please help us maintain 

punctuality in starting the sessions and in the smooth running of all sessions by 1) vacating the 

session rooms immediately after the completion of each session; 2) taking time to select the 

session of interest and not leaving the room once it has started; and 3) cooperating with the 

volunteers. Thank you for your cooperation! 

 
 

Certificates of Attendance 

Conference certificates of attendance will be available in your conference bags. No certificates 

will be issued after the conclusion of the event. 

 
 

Exciting Prizes Through  the Raffle Draw (Day-2 Only) 

¶ Become a SPELT member and win exciting prizes. 

¶ SPELT values your FEEDBACK! Please fill out the evaluation forms and leave them at the 
SPELT desk for the Raffle draw at the closing ceremony. 

¶ Deposit badges at the entrance of the Auditorium before the closing ceremony to win 
attractive prizes. Names of the lucky winners will be announced at the closing ceremony of 
the conference on Sunday, November 17, 2024. You need to be present in the auditorium to 
claim your prize.  
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Conference Highlights  
 

Highlights - Symposium 1- GECE (Durbeen) 

Theme: Equity and Access to Education: Language Policies and Practices 

Keynote 

Address 

,ÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÏÆ )ÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ,ÅÁÒÎÅÒÓȭ !ÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ 1ÕÁÌÉÔÙ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȡ 

Dynamics of distributive justice in the classroom  

Dr. Anjum Halai, Professor and Vice Provost, Aga Khan University 

Plenary 

Address 

The ELT Learning System with a Multilingual Approach  

Dr. Fatima Rehan Dar, CEO, OAK Consulting 

Featured 

Presenters  

Dr. Fauzia Shamim, Chief Academic Officer, Durbeen; Vice President, SPELT 

Shazia Kamal, Executive Vice President Outcomes, The Citizens Foundation 

Panel 

Discussion 

Future Directions: The role and perceptions of stakeholders in shaping and 

implementing language policies  

Panell ists:  Rabeea Hirani, Saba Shafqat, Mehak Fayyaz, Nighat Shaheen  

Moderator:  Saira Mahmood 
 

Highlights - Symposium 2 -Habib Public School  

Theme: Use of AI and other technologies for teaching -learning of English  

Keynote 

Address 

Generative AI and the Future of Education: Reimagining Authority, 

Pedagogy, and Digital Equity  

Dr. Shah Jamal Alam, Associate Professor and Dean, Habib University 

Featured 

Presenter  

Dr. Rob Waring, Emeritus Professor Notre Dame Seishin University 

Nooruddin Merchant, Assistant Director, Habib University 

Leena Samuel, Karachi Grammar School 

Dr. Nancy Lobo, Habib Education System   

Panel 

Discussion 

AI and the Future o f Human Capital  

Panellists: Dr. Rob Waring, Azhar Rizvi, Zartaj Waseem  

Moderator: Dr. Kiran Hashmi    

 

Highlights - Symposium 3- HHS School System 

Theme: Teacher Education and Development Practices 

Keynote 

Address 

Continuing Professional Development Instructional Practices: What Next?  

Alan Mackenzie, Founding Director, Transform ELT   

Plenary 

Address 1 

What's Next for ELT? Exploring Past, Present, and Future Trends  

Tina Hameed, Director, Portal Consultants   

Plenary 

Address 2 

AI Aur Mustaqbil : Urdu Ki Taleem  

Dr. Arfa Sayeda Zehra, Emeritus Professor, Forman Christian College  

World 

Café 
Abbas Husain, Director, Teachers Development Centre 
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Highlights - Conference Day 2- Habib University  

Theme: Transitions in ELT: Past, Present, and Future 

Keynote 

Address 

Planning for Unpredictable Futures  

Alan Mackenzie, Founding Director, Transform ELT, UK 

Plenary 

Address- 1 

!ÃÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÂÅ ÇÏÏÄ 0ÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ $ÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔ ×ÏÎȭÔ ×ÏÒË ÈÅÒÅ  

David Nunan, Ph.D., Prof. Emeritus, University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong 

Plenary 

Address- 2 

Engaging 21st Century Language Learners in a Large Class: Focus on Cognitive and 

Affective Dimensions   

Dr. Bushra Ahmed Khurram, Assistant Professor, Karachi University, Pakistan 

Plenary 

Address- 3 

In Search of Better Learning Outcomes: Will a Multilingual Policy Address the Gap?  

Dr. Fatima Rehan Dar, CEO, OAK Consulting 

Plenary 

Address- 4 

Fostering Common Sense in ELT: A Way Forward  

Dr. Rob Waring, Prof. Notre Dame Seishin University, Okayama, Japan 

Plenary 

Address- 5 

Professional Skill Development for Language Teaching in the 21st Century   

Dr. Zhou Fei, President, Shinawatra University, Thailand 

Featured 

Presenters  

Prof. Zakia Sarwar (in conversation with Dr. David Nunan)  

Dr. John R. Baker, University of Economics and Finance, Vietnam 

Dr. Tariq Umrani, Professor, University of Sindh, Jamshoro 

Dr. Nasreen Hussain, Director Research & Training, iRAPA 

Seema Khalid, Regional Academic Coordinator, Oxford University Press Pakistan 

Featured 

Workshops  
Dr Sumera Umrani, Shabana Ahmed, Mohsin Tejani, Abbas Husain, Neda Mulji, Saima 
Haq, Sabina Khatri, Tina Hameed, Nooruddin Merchant 

Panel 

Discussion 

Panel Discussion- From Tradition to Transformation: Impact of AI on Education  

Panelists:  Danish Faruqi, Salma Ahmed Alam, Alan Mackenzie, Prof. Dr. Farid Panjwani, Dr 

Zhou Fei, Nasir R. Zaidi    

Moderator:  Dr. Fauzia Shamim 
 

Highlights - Symposium 4- IU School System 

Theme: Developing Skills for the 21st Century  

Keynote 

Address 

Essential research skills needed for success in the 21st century  

Stephen Lyon, Dean, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, The Aga Khan University  

Featured 

Presenters  

Gillian Rodrigues & James Simmons, Notre Dame Institute of Education 

Dr. John R. Baker, University of Economics and Finance, Vietnam 

Dr. Saiwaroon Chumpavan, Shinawatra University, Bangkok, Thailand 

Dr. Sajid Ali, Aga Khan University's Institute for Educational Development 

Farah S. Kamal, Executive Director, Society for International Education 

Tahir Javed, Director of EDGE - a Unit of Evolution 

Panel 

Discussion 

Digital Humanization vs Human Digitization: Navigating Through a Slippery 

Landscape 

Panellists: Dr. Sajid Ali, Tahir Javed, Stephen Lyon, Naheed Zehra, and Ejaz Ahsan  

Moderator: Adnan Mobin 
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   Symposium Day 1 

GECE (Durbeen )    

Programme  
 

Time  Room Title  

8:30am 9:00am Registration   

9:00am -9:30am 
Audio Visual 

Room 

Salma Ahmed, CEO, Durbeen   
Welcome Address and Introduction to the Symposium   
Raabia Hirani, Coordinator, SPELT   
Introduction to the SPELT conference themes and programme    
Saira Mahmood, Coordinator Durbeen    
Introduction to the Symposium programme    

9:30 am- 10:30am 
Audio Visual 

Room 

Keynote  Address - Dr. Anjum Halai   
,ÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÏÆ )ÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ,ÅÁÒÎÅÒÓȭ !ÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ 1ÕÁÌÉÔÙ 
Education: Dynamics of distributive justice in the classroom                        

10:30am -11:00am Tea Break   

11:00am- 11:45am 
Audio Visual 

Room 

Plenary Address -  Dr Fatima Dar   
The ELT Learning System with a Multilingual Approach   

11:45am -12:30am 
Audio Visual 

Room 

Featured Presentation   - Shazia Kamal 
Benefits of Multilingual Education ɀ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÏÎ 4#&ȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÉÎ 
integration local languages in the curriculum  

12:30pm - 1:30pm 

Library, First 
Floor 

Parallel Workshop 1 -  Farzana Akhtar   
Math Rescue: Fixing Common Mistakes   

Rooms 201 and 
202 

Parallel Workshop 2  - Taghrid Ahmed and Mahwish 
Mohiuddin   
Cultivating Critical Minds in a Language Classroom   

Audio Visual 
Room 

Parallel Workshop 3  - Adeel Baloch  
Ȱ!ÇÈÁÁÚȱȡ -ÁÓÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ "ÁÓÉÃÓ ÆÏÒ Á 3ÔÒÏÎÇÅÒ !ÃÁÄÅÍÉÃ 9ÅÁÒ   

1:30pm - 2:30pm 
Cafeteria (self-
purchase)   

Lunch Break + Readers' Theatre   

2:30pm - 3:00pm 
Audio Visual 

Room 
Interactive Talk 1 - Dr Fauzia Shamim  
Training Teachers for Bilingual Settings: Policy and Practices   

3:00pm - 3:30pm 
Audio Visual 

Room 

Interactive Talk 2 - Umair Khan, Amna Shams, Amna Javed   
Voices from the field: Implementing translanguaging pedagogies 
in the classroom    

3:30pm - 4:30pm 
Audio Visual 

Room 

Panel Discussion - Future Directions: The role and 
perceptions of stakeholders in shaping and implementing 
language policies  
Dr. Naveed Yousuf (AKU-EB), Saba Shafqat (Parent), Mehak 
Fayyaz (Licensed teacher), Nighat Shaheen (Teacher-Educator)    
Moderator:  Saira Mahmood   

4:30pm - 5:00pm 
Audio Visual 

Room 

Summary of Discussions and the Way Forward    

Vote of Thanks    

Distribution of Certificates    
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Keynote Address 

Dr. Anjum Halai  
Professor and Vice Provost, Aga Khan University 

Language of )ÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ,ÅÁÒÎÅÒÓȭ !ÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ 1ÕÁÌÉÔÙ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȡ 

Dynamics of distributive justice in the classroom  

This paper looks at social justice issues in access to quality education for the linguistically 

marginalized learners. The language(s) in education policy plays a significant role in decisions 

about medium of instruction as an organizing framework for education processes. Medium of 

Instruction policies can play a facilitative or a hindering role in enabling access to learning of 

quality. However, these policy decisions are often politically or financially motivated with 

implications for the quality of teaching and learning at the level of the classroom. In post-

colonial contexts such as Pakistan, policymakers often introduce English with perceived or real 

power and privilege, as a medium of instruction, ostensibly for distributive justice for all 

learners. There is a popular perception that learning in English will lead to learning the English 

language and the subject content encoded in that language. Consequently, parents also prefer 

Ȭ%ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ÍÅÄÉÕÍ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓȭ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȢ 
 

However, Pakistan is a multilingual country, and English is not the first or second, often not 

even the third language for a majority of students and teachers. Consequently, students and in 

many cases, teachers also lack the basic competency in English and such policies create a 

paradoxical effect as learners, often from low socio-economic backgrounds, face the twin 

challenge of learning a language and the subject knowledge presented in that language (e.g., 

mathematics). Drawing on in-depth classroom-based studies in Pakistan, this paper illustrates 

the issues in teaching, learning and assessment when English is not the first language of the 

teachers and students. It draws on significant experience and insights from low-income and 

middle-income contexts to recommend suitable language-supportive education approaches, 

ÁÌÉÇÎÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ 5.%3#/ȭÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒ-tongue based multilingual education. 

 

Dr. Anjum Halai  has a long-standing experience in higher education in 

Pakistan and    internationally. She obtained her doctoral degree from Oxford 

University UK. She was an adjunct professor at the University of Alberta 

Canada (2011-2016) and a research fellow at the Centre for International 

Education and Development Sussex University UK. 
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Plenary Address 

Dr. Fatima Dar  
CEO, OAK Consulting 

 

The ELT Learning System with a Multilingual Approach  

The talk will focus on language as a learning system and will argue that the English curriculum 

2022-23 continues to follow a structural approach in teaching language despite having a 

dedicated focus on all components of the language skills. As a consequence, the textbooks are 

content heavy, difficult and do not take into account the contextual and linguistic realities of 

learners. While designing the language learning system it is vital to first consider the language 

legacies that learners bring to the classrooms, capitalize on them and then teach any other 

language through a skill-based approach as opposed to the structural approach. The ELT 

curriculum, pedagogy and assessment (CPA) that combine to form a learning system, therefore, 

should follow a multilingual direction, as proposed by the National Curriculum of Pakistan. This 

will not only enable learners to initiate the process of schooling from a known domain but also 

give them a solid start to acquire any other language with ease. 

 

Dr. Fatima Rehan Dar works as CEO and Managing Partner, Oak Consulting. 

Oak Consulting is a consulting firm that offers services in areas of educational 

reforms, training and research. Dr Dar is a senior professional with 28 years of 

experience in language teacher education, curriculum development, 

professional training of teachers and research. 
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Benefits of Multilingual Education ɀ with a FÏÃÕÓ ÏÎ 4#&ȭÓ Work in 

Integration Local Languages in the Curriculum  

The Citizens Foundation (TCF), established in 1995, is a leading non-profit organization 

providing quality education to underprivileged communities across Pakistan. The session will 

provide a brief overview of The Citizens Foundation (TCF), highlighting its areas of operation 

ÁÃÒÏÓÓ 0ÁËÉÓÔÁÎȢ )Ô ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÖÅÒ 4#&ȭÓ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ 

of schools, teachers, and students enrolled within the organization. Additionally, the session 

×ÉÌÌ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ 4#&ȭÓ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ -ÏÔÈÅÒ 4ÏÎÇÕÅ-Based Multilingual Education (MTB 

MLE) program, which is being implemented in its formal schools in the Tharparkar District of 

Sindh Province. This includes the design of the language ladder developed to address the 

multilingual context of  Tharparkar, along with key insights from the program's 

implementation. 

 

Shazia Kamal is responsible for leading teams focused on program design 
ÁÎÄ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÔÏ ÄÅÅÐÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÆ 4#&ȭÓ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÏÒÔÆÏÌÉÏȢ 3ÈÅ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ 
associated with education responsible for curriculum development and 
teacher training across the TCF network, bridging the gap between policy and 
practice. In 2017, she left TCF for a few years to work at the Learning 
Disabilities Association of Halton-Hamilton in Toronto, Canada, where she 
served as a researcher, assessor, resource facilitator, and tutor for individuals 
with learning disabilities, such as dyslexia. Shazia has also contributed to 

organizations like Kashf Foundation, FMC, Tetra Pak, and the International Institute of 
Management Development (IMD) in Switzerland. She holds a Masters of Business Administration 
from LUMS, and the Orton-Gillingham (O-G) Associate-level accreditation accorded by the 
International Dyslexia Association in Canada. 
 

Language of Instruction and Translanguaging: Pedagogies in a Pre -Service 

Teacher Education Program in Pakistan: Inclu sion or Exclusion?  

Pakistan, a multilingual country with over 70 languages, uses Urdu as its national language and 

English as the official language and medium of instruction in higher education. Due to social 

stratification, students enter higher education with varied proficiency in both languages. This 

case study examined language policy and related practices in a teacher education institution 

adopted under a public-private partnership. While assessments are in English, translanguaging 

is common, allowing students to use Urdu or English freely in the classroom. However, student 

teachers limited English language development raises concerns about their future growth 

opportunities, prompting collective reflection on the impact of current language practices in 

pre-service teacher education in Pakistan. 

 

Featured Sessions 
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Professor Dr Fauzia Shamim is the Chief Academic Officer at Durbeen, 
Karachi, Pakistan, an NGO committed to improving the quality of teachers in 
public-sector schools in Pakistan. She has a Masters in linguistics for ELT from 
the University of Lancaster, and PhD in TESOL from the University of Leeds, 
UK. Dr Shamim has worked as an English language teacher, teacher educator, 
researcher and in leadership positions in several public and private sector 
universities in Pakistan and internationally.  She is a founder member and Vice 
0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÏÆ 30%,4ȟ 0ÁËÉÓÔÁÎȟ ÁÎÄ 0ÁËÉÓÔÁÎȭÓ Òepresentative for Asia TEFL 

since 2019.Her current research interests include AI in teacher education, teacher research, and 
Language-in-Education Policy for equity and social justice. 
                                    
 

Voices from the Field: Implementi ng Translanguaging  
 Pedagogies in the Classroom  

 

This presentation showcases a collaborative effort between Durbeen faculty and partner school 

teachers to implement Translanguaging Pedagogy for teaching content subjects to Grades 1 and 

2. Drawing from classroom experiences, the presenters will share strategies for integrating 

Urdu, the most familiar language for the learners, and English to enhance comprehension and 

engagement. The session highlights practical approaches, challenges, and outcomes, 

emphasizing how Translanguaging fosters inclusive learning environments by giving all 

ÌÅÁÒÎÅÒÓ ȬVÏÉÃÅȭȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅÓ ÅÁÒÌÙ-grade content understanding in multilingual classrooms. 
  

Amna Shams holds a B.Ed (Hons) degree and has extensive experience in 
early childhood education, curriculum development, and teacher training. 
Currently teaching English language at Zindagi Trust, she has a background 
in designing effective curricula and leading training sessions for early 
childhood educators. 
 

 

Amna Javed is an elementary school teacher of English Language at Khatoon 

e Pakistan School (Zindagi Trust).   She is a GECE Alumnus (2023) and a Sindh 

Teacher Licensing Test qualifier.  

 

  

 
 
 

Umair Khan  is an education practitioner, entrepreneur and teacher educator 

who has been working with Durbeen for the past four years as a senior 

ÌÅÃÔÕÒÅÒ ÏÆ ÍÁÔÈÅÍÁÔÉÃÓ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȢ 5ÍÁÉÒ ÈÏÌÄÓ Á -ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÉÎ 

International Education Policy from Harvard University and is also a 

mechanical engineer by training. In his previous professional roles, he has 

worked on projects that range from the design of teacher training programs 

to the development of content for online learning. 
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Math Rescue: Fixing Common Mistakes 

This Workshop Focuses on Identifying and addressing common errors in primary math 
education, distinguishing between conceptual, procedural, and careless mistakes. Teachers will 
learn effective methods to help Students correct errors and collaborate on strategies to prevent 
future issues. The session emphasizes reinforcing essential math skills and fostering 
professional collaboration for continuous improvement in student outcomes. 
 

Farzana Akhtar , currently working as Training Manager at TCF holds a 
Master's in Education and a B.Ed. in Mathematics Education. She has 
authored a Mathematics solution book for classes IX-X and served as an 
Examiner for the Karachi Secondary Board. A member of the Mathematics 
Association of Pakistan (MAP), she has led workshops and participated in 
national and international conferences. . During her 16 years in TCF, she has 
played a pivotal role in developing "Meri Riyazi" series (KG to G5) and 
supported principal development through policy work and training       

                                     initiatives. 
   

Cultivating Critical Minds in a Language Classroom 

As educators navigate the evolving landscape of Language Teaching, it becomes imperative to 

equip the youngest learners, Generation Alpha, with necessary skills to thrive in a rapidly 

changing world. This generation is the most materially gifted and have technology at their 

fingertips as screens are a part of their formative years. In this situation where they can access 

any information without having to think about it, how do we as teachers develop their thinking 

skills? 
 

The objective of this workshop is to engage participants in interactive activities that can be 

easily adapted in their language classrooms. The focus is on using the activities to promote 

learnerÓȭ ÁÕÔÏÎÏÍÙȟ ÃÏÌÌÁÂÏÒÁÔÉÖÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÎË ÉÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔÌÙ 

about the rapidly changing world without hesitation.  
 

By embracing a forward-thinking approach to Language Teaching, educators can effectively 

prepare Generation Alpha students to develop critical thinking skills inculcating a personal 

view on an issue, understanding it and applying problem solving skills in order to plan for the 

future.  
 

Taghrid Ahmed  is currently working at The Citizens Foundation (TCF) as the 
Manager Curriculum Development - %ÎÇÌÉÓÈȢ 3ÈÅ ÈÏÌÄÓ Á -ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÉÎ 
English Literature from KU and has more than 25 years of experience in 
English Language and Literature teaching. She held the position of Principal at 
Karachi Public School for 2.5 years. She has conducted various workshops at 
ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÁÎÄ ÁÔ 30%,4ȭÓ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÁÎÎÕÁÌÌÙȢ 3ÈÅ ÈÁÓ ÄÏÎÅ ÈÅÒ 
ICELT through SPELT and attends various workshops and conferences yearly 
as she believes learning is an ongoing process. 
 




