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Why do we learn English? What power does it hold? What opportunities does it present? What role do we

play as ESL instructors in shaping linguistic identities of our students?

Let's pause and reflect upon our experiences of teaching and learning English, explore some of our own
beliefs regarding language and power, and discuss how can we bring a shift in our ideologies around
language teaching and learning. Only if we are aware of our own beliefs and biases, can we facilitate

students and educational systems to be reflective and progressive.

The session will include opportunities to:

The session is an attempt to reflect, learn and progress together to make better decisions for ourselves

and our classrooms.

Ms. Fariha Khalil is currently pursuing concurrent masters in Curriculum and Instruction
(with a focus on Language, Literacy and Culture) and TESOL at the University of
Washington. She has worked as an ESL instructor and trainer with children, youth and
adults in Pakistan for over 8 years. Her areas of interest include decolonizing education,

multilingual education and teaching English in a globalized world.
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